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Laudation for category: Design or concept of a contemporary park or garden

By Lieneke van Campen, Karres en Brands, the Netherlands,
Member of the jury, EGHN

Winner: Memorial Garden for the Paris Attacks on the 13 November 2015

by Wagon Landscaping and Gilles Clément.

A Night That Stood Still in Time

Let me take you back to the evening of 13 November 2015 in Paris. It was an ordinary
Friday night in the city: terraces were full, music was playing at the Bataclan, and a
football match was underway at the Stade de France. Within just a few hours, everyday
Parisian life was brutally torn apart by extreme violence. A terrorist attack took place at
six different locations across Paris. These places had been chosen very deliberately.
The attackers targeted the very places where people gather for pleasure and relaxation,
attacking the fabric of communal life and striking the city at its heart. By choosing these
spaces of freedom and openness, the perpetrators sought to destroy the foundations of
Parisian culture and the values of the Republic. In a fraction of a second, these ordinary
places were transformed into scenes of unimaginable grief. That evening claimed 131
victims, and thousands of people witnessed the horrors. The shockwave of that night
left a vast number of people with deep psychological wounds — broken lives and painful
experiences that not only the direct survivors and bereaved families must carry, but the
entire Parisian population. For a moment, the whole world stood still.

The Power of Unanimity

How do you respond to such a collective trauma? How do you commemorate 131 lives
without remaining trapped in the heaviness of the past? The answer did not come from
above, but from a rare process of dialogue. The City of Paris and the victim
organisations 130nze15 and Life for Paris searched for a place of remembrance that
would also be a place of life. And that place came into being. The Place Saint-Gervais,
opposite the Hétel de Ville, was very consciously chosen because of the neutrality of its
location and its position in the heart of Paris.

In 2022, a jury of experts, politicians and bereaved families unanimously selected the
powerful vision of Wagon Landscaping and Gilles Clément. The strength of the design
lies in the creation of a place that does not need to shout, but instead chooses to
whisper.

A Map of Memory and Hope
The designers did something brilliant and deeply subtle: they took the geography of pain



and turned it into the blueprint for a garden. The paths in the garden are not arbitrary.
They are based on the abstract street patterns of the six attacked locations. From the
streets around the Stade de France to the maze of alleyways around the Bataclan,
visitors literally walk through a spatial synthesis of that night, where the fragmented
locations are brought together once more in the heart of the city.

This place of remembrance can be experienced in two ways: from the outside, as a
stone structure in memory of the victims, and from the inside, as a place of peace and
contemplation for life.

The stone from the streets of Paris used in the garden also helps tell the story of the
shock. The blue granite from Lanhélin, quarried deep from the earth, symbolises through
its mass both the weight of the loss and the solidity of society. The names of the victims
are engraved without hierarchy; each individual is an essential part of this new, healed
landscape.

Inside the granite wall, a garden has been designed as a tribute to life and to nature,
reclaiming its place on this wounded Parisian soil.

And when the sun sets, the garden lights up in a constellation of points of light that
precisely recreates the night sky of that tragic evening of 13 November 2015 — an
eternal point of light in the darkness.

A Healing Garden Instead of a Monument

The designers’ masterstroke was the choice of a garden rather than a grand monument.
Where a monument can often feel distant, this garden invites touch, presence, and
simply being. For Parisians, this place — once an anonymous parking lot — has been
transformed into an “oasis of calm.” It is a place where nature sets the pace. During my
visit, | was struck by the large number of visitors — perhaps witnesses or relatives of
those affected by the attack, tourists, or passers-by. In each individual, a sense of calm
was visible. Personally, | felt this place deeply from within — an emotional experience |
had never before had in a garden, park, or square. This place truly has a healing effect.

The design is powerful and at the same time subtle. No loud colours, no grandstanding
— carefully detailed and, as it appears, constructed with great precision. The planting
palette is rich in species and colour and is very well maintained. It is a charged place, yet
overall a place of hope and trust. Perhaps the most hopeful aspect is its playful
dimension: children now run through the labyrinth of paths. They do not yet know the
weight of the history, but they are the living promise that Paris will not bend.

Together, Wagon Landscaping and Gilles Clément have created, with the utmost care, a
“scar” that no longer bleeds, but has closed over with greenery and life.



This garden is a promise to the people of Paris: a place where the dead are honoured by
giving the living the space to breathe again. For this masterful balance between
honouring a tragic past and building a hopeful future, this award is more than deserved.

| would now like to invite Madeleine Accarain to come forward and receive this award.



