European Garden Heritage Network — European Garden Award 2026
Laudation for category: Restoration or Management of a Historic Park or Garden
By Michael Walker, National Gardens Specialist Ltd, Member of the EGA Jury

1st Prize Winner: ORTO GIARDINO DEL CONVENTO DELLA CHIESA DEL SANTISSIMO
REDENTORE (VENICE, ITALY)

The Orto Giardino

Just south of Marks Square sits the narrow Venetian island of Giudecca. On the island sits
the Orto Giardino, known simply as the Redeemers Garden with its 2%:-acre monastic garden,
completed back in the 1590s. The Garden is part of the Church dedicated to the Most Holy
Redeemer, designed by Andrea Palladio who remains one of the most influential figures in
Venice’s history of architecture — a period which followed after the plague of 1575-1577.

Blending architecture and nature, the historic gardens included cypress trees, olive trees,
medicinal herbs, and a "simple garden" that provided the community with the necessary
herbal remedies.

Never before open to the public, the complex showed evident signs of the passing of the
centuries and its partial abandonment; then in Nov 2019 the catastrophic event of the Acqua
Granda which flooded the lagoon with an exceptional high tide that reached almost 2
meters, flooding and devastating the city and causing great impact on the garden and
buildings, and which left the ground filled with salt which is disastrous for living plants.

Requiring the highest levels of authorisation provided by many important civic, conservation
and religious bodies, this massive restoration was granted support, and the decision was
made to entrust the restoration to the Venice Gardens Foundation. Chaired by Adele Re
Rebaudengo, the organization promotes and implements projects aimed at protecting the
botanical, artistic and architectural heritage. Only recently the Venice Gardens Foundation
carried out the acclaimed restoration of the Royal Gardens of St. Mark's Square. Restoration
means rediscovering the soul of a place,” explains Adele Re Rebaudengo who “wanted to
restore the garden to its original essence, whilst maintaining a balance between the memory
of the past and its contemporary needs and modern requirements.”

At Orto Giardino the botanical and landscape restoration was undertaken by Italy’s pre-
imminent architect Paolo Pejrone. The architectural restoration including the greenhouse
was trusted to the highly respected architect - Alessandra Raso.

Edoardo Bodi, who is Head Gardener of the Venice Gardens Foundation; explains that he and
his team have been neutralising the soil with powdered chalk and organic matter.

Thanks to their masterful restoration the gardens have been transformed into an oasis of
biodiversity, rich in Mediterranean planting, flowering pergolas, and ancient trees.

"Flowery and fragrant borders", as Pejrone describes them, “made of lavender, sage,
helichrysum, which characterize the walkways where it is easy to meet violets and



strawberries. Vegetables, including colourful pumpkins, alternate with aromatic herbs (sage
and rosemary) and medicinal herbs (mallow, chamomile, verbena and valerian).

In the centre a water basin is populated by lotuses and water lilies, while along the south-
facing wall there are ornamental plants intended for altars including roses, lilies, zinnias and
asters. To integrate the olive grove and orchard: black cherries, persimmon, figs, almonds,
and pomegranates.”

Over 2,500 plants have been used — cypresses, olive trees, and medicinal herbs—intertwine
in a garden that symbolizes sustainability and bears witness to the connection between
nature, spirituality, and the culture in Venice.

Great attention has been paid to sustainability: No chemicals are used in the garden and no
artificial irrigation; a 400ft well has been dug as the primary water source, a system for
collecting rainwater from the roofs; on-site composting tanks transform organic waste into
fertilizer for the soil and supporting the principles of self-sufficiency in reuse, and

recycle. Sustainability is not just a technical principle, but a philosophy that guides every
decision we make, " emphasizes Re Rebaudengo.

Whilst protecting its sense of place, its serenity, its peacefulness and its spirit; - the
Foundation have revived the gardens lost soul and given the garden a new purpose that can
be appreciated by all those that are now able to visit.

Today, we, the Awards Jury of the EGHN, are delighted to recognise the Venice Gardens
Foundation far-reaching commitment to the restoration The Orto Giardino - its centuries-old
buildings and historic gardens. It has shown a thorough understanding of both the sites
historical significance and its spirit, or sense of place. This is an exemplary testimony of a
partnership forged between the foundation, the architect, the landscape architect, Edoardo
Bodi, Head Gardener of the Venice Gardens Foundation, and the chairmanship of Adele Re
Rebaudengo.

Many congratulations to the Venice Gardens Foundation for the restoration of the The Orto
Giardino - the Redeemers Garden. We are delighted that Ms Erica Rompani is with us today
to represent the Foundation. Please join us on stage.
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