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Laudation category Climate adaption measures in parks and gardens 

 

Winner: Parco della Pace, Vicenza (I) 

by PAN Associati, Benedetto e Gaetano Selleri, Milan (I) with  

Marti Franch Battlori Landscape Architecture, Girona (S)  

 

INTRO 

Imagine – few years ago – when the youth marched on Fridays - they marched “for future!” Greta 

Thunberg said: how dare you! There was a word spreading: Flight shame! Carbon footprint. 

Cut. 

Here we are today, looking at a winner at hot and lovely Schloss Dyck: 

What is our award category „Climate Adaption Measures” all about?  

We want to identify and reward gardens and landscapes that combine the climate mitigation 

necessities with engineering solutions and fascinating offers for the people – both residents and 

visitors - that also are valuable for biodiversity. 

To make a long story short: well-designed, sustainable GREEN-BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE in the best 

sense of the term! And here and now I may add: the project, we are talking about here was a former 

airport. And military base. 

 

Ecco: This is Parco della Pace! 

Parco della Pace is a public park on a former airport-Area, outside of the City of Vicenza.  

 

URBAN REGENERATION 

The Parco della pace has a dimension of 65ha and lays close to a military NATO base. It represents 

a major urban regeneration initiative as a sort of useable “eco-machine”. It achieves the 

integration of engineering, environment, culture, and every day quality. It is serving as a leisure 

area for contemplation, interaction, and the understanding of natural processes. 

 

THE SHAPE OF WATER / LA FORMA DEL AQUA 

In the beginning the flat airport-topography was transformed, over 240.000 cubic m3 of soil were 

excavated to create a system of canals and lakes with a geometric lay-out, that reminds us of the 
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surrounding landscape of Vicenza. The design of the waterscape is inspired by traditional 

management systems of italian agricultural regions.  

The earthworks dug out different layers — gravel, clays, sand— as well as archaeological treasures like 

a Roman workshop and a Neolithic settlement. With the excavated material a new and dynamic 

landscape was built. 

 

BIODIVERSITY  

The new land- and waterscapes are colonized by a diverse flora and fauna, such as aquatic bird 

species as well as amphibians, fish, mollusks, insects and small mammals. Trees were planted 

regularly and irregularly. Reforestation areas define perspectives at different scales. 12ha consist in 

forest areas. 

The park also features two butterfly-gardens to support pollinators. 36ha of meadow areas are 

divided into public-use lawns, tall flowering areas and a “wild meadow”. The park features a 

“wilderness area” with no human intervention as well.   

 

CONCLUSION AND APPRAISAL 

The Parco della Pace is a great new public space that brings significant value to the city of Vicenza and 

the vicinity. 

It serves as a model for future parks that actively manage and mitigate the impacts of climate change 

by means of nature-based solutions.  

Here landscape architecture matters: it transforms a “grey “ traffic-site into a multifunctional green-

blue infrastructure. It operates as waterscape as well as biodiversity habitat and public space for the 

people. The design is characterized by a complex yet clear sequence of geometries. New water-

systems, remains of the former runways and the pattern of military facilities nearby are combined 

into a stunning new “Nature of the 3rd grade”.  

The unique selling point of this project is its casual but precise approach to dimension and structure:  

The vast site is transformed through massive yet distinct earthworks and offers a vivid sequence of 

functions: in first place it serves as a huge detention basin that “buffers” the release of floodwaters. 

Water is at one time infrastructure and ecological niche, that allows the reestablishment of 

biodiversity in a former concrete desert. 

Besides the technical challenges, Parco della Pace also tackles the question of human usability vs. 

natural development: the park design excels in creating an attractive equilibrium between definition 
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and evolution, formality and wilderness. The design sets the frame for sustainable developments and 

self-organization to come in the future. 

Its lay-out serves as perfect illustration of the challenges, that go along with our changing 

meteorological conditions.  

This sensible balance of environmental sustainability, community engagement and historical 

reflection, makes the park an attractive space for local residents and visitors, offering both a place of 

reflection and recreation in times of polycrisis. 

 

On behalf of EGHN I therefore would like to congratulate Parco della Pace with this award.  

Now we ask on stage “tutta la famiglia Selleri” for PAN Associati , Milan (I) together with  

Marti Franch Battlori Landscape Architecture, Girona (S)  

to receive the EGHN award in the category Climate adaption measures in parks and gardens.  

 

Congratulations! 

 

Philipp Sattler, Member of the EGA Jury 

 


