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European Garden Award 2026 | Europäischer Gartenpreis 2026 
 
Awards for historic gardens, modern parks and climate adaptation measures 

Since 2010, around 150 winners from 23 countries have received an award from the European 
Garden Award. Most of these have been recognised for their exceptional contributions to the 
maintenance and development of historic gardens, contemporary garden design, and exemplary 
climate adaptation initiatives. 

This year, nine winners from seven countries were selected by the international jury from a range 
of proposals submitted in response to an open call for entries, as well as from their own 
nominations. The winners this year are from France (2), Italy (2), Denmark, Finland, the UK, 
Germany, and – for the first time – from Hungary.  (The responsible design teams are named in the 
full version of this press release below.) 

On the afternoon of 26th June, Jens Spanjer, Chairman of the Schloss Dyck Foundation, and 
Sebastian Johnen, Head of the Culture Department of Rhein-Kreis Neuss, opened this year's 
award ceremony at Schloss Dyck.  

Laudatory speeches for the winners of the 1st prize in each category were given by three members 
of the international jury: Philipp Sattler (Managing Director of Stiftung Grüne Stadt) for Parco della 
Pace (Vicenza, Italy); Michael Walker, director of National Gardens Specialist Ltd., gave the 
laudatory speech for Otto Giardino del Convento della Chiesa del Santissimo Redentore (Venice, 
Italy); Lieneke van Campen, Managing Director at Karres + Brands in the Netherlands, spoke about 
the Memorial Garden in Paris (France). 

In her closing remarks, Maren Köhler-Prehn, the managing director of Garpa Garden & Park 
Furniture, emphasised that gardens have a unique capacity to bring people together and offer 
places for commemoration or civic engagement in heritage restoration projects. The unusual 
details, such as a special combination of plants, the choice of materials, or garden furniture, are 
often what make a park or garden so attractive. 



PR |European Garden Award 2026 ; Page 2  
 

 
 

The three winners in the award’s category 'Climate Adaptation Measures in Parks and Gardens' 
demonstrate that adaptation to climate change can be achieved in various ways and fulfil 
different starting points, locations, concepts and objectives. These urgently needed measures 
can safeguard historical and cultural values as well as creating new urban qualities, attractive 
landscapes and ecological benefits. 

The jury has awarded 1st prize to the Parco della Pace in Vicenza, Italy. The park is the result of 
the former Vicenza airport being converted into a public space. Starting from completely flat 
topography, a network of canals and lakes with a geometric, linear layout was formed, reminiscent 
of Vicenza's rural landscape. The park offers visitors a multidimensional experience of 
contemplation and interaction, as well as an understanding of natural processes.  By actively 
mitigating the impacts of climate change through nature-based solutions, the park sets an 
example for future urban parks. 

One 2nd prize in this category was awarded to Hatsinanpuisto in Espoo, Finland.  The park brings 
nature to a highly urbanised area. Water is the park’s central feature. Biodiversity has increased 
significantly and new recreational spaces have been created. Visitors can experience the varying 
levels of the Monikonpuro stream. Meanwhile, the risk of flooding has been reduced through the 
use of floodplains that act as retention basins. 

A further 2nd prize for a climate adaptation project has been awarded to the new Headquarter of 
the Hospital Saint Antoine in Paris, France. The design incorporates attractive green pathways 
and courtyards, connecting the various levels of the new building. The project is particularly 
climate-friendly thanks to its green roofs, green walls and parapets; site-appropriate plants that 
reflect different regional landscapes; and the use of rainwater. 

This year's 1st prize in the ‘Management or Development of a Historic Park or Garden’ category 
goes to the Orto Giardino del Convento della Chiesa del Santissimo Redentore in Venice, Italy. 
Thanks to the efforts of a foundation and local citizens, the garden has been restored, enabling 
visitors today to experience the ancient principles upon which Capuchin monastery gardens were 
founded. There are areas designated for contemplation and prayer. Fruit, vegetables and 
medicinal herbs are also cultivated here. The garden’s unique charm stems from the interplay of 
architecture, flora, colours, aromas and the panoramic view of the lagoon.   

The two awards for second place in the "Management or Development of a Historic Park or 
Garden" category go to parks in the UK and in Germany. 

The Wrest Park in Silsoe, UK, received 2nd prize. The grounds of Wrest Park are a glorious 
amalgamation of three centuries of English garden design and contain one of the few remaining 
formal gardens from the early 18th century. English Heritage took over the estate in 2006 and began 
an ambitious 20-year project to restore the gardens to their former glory. 

The Schlossgarten Osnabrück (Osnabrück, Germany) was also awarded 2nd prize. The 
Schlossgarten is Osnabrück's central green space. Adjacent to the university, the garden is always 
bustling with life and serves a variety of purposes. The redesign introduces new features and 
amenities, successfully blending the area’s Baroque history with modern design elements.    

The Memorial Garden in Paris, France, has won 1st prize in the ‘Design or Concept of a 
Contemporary Park or Garden’ category. Visitors can simply enjoy this new open space as a very 
attractive garden, which features an interesting design language, a variety of plants and an 
appealing choice of materials. The designers have achieved this goal in a compelling way, whilst 
also commemorating the terrorist attacks of 13 November 2015.  The layout reflects the urban 
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structure of the attack sites, creating a central place of remembrance intended to restore a sense 
of normality. 

The House of Music in Budapest (Hungary) won 2nd prize in this category. At the 'House of Music', 
the distinction between indoor and outdoor spaces is blurred. Trees grow through the building's 
roof, while large glass panels offer views of the outdoor grounds. Visitors can access the building 
via winding paths lined with lush vegetation. This welcoming gesture benefits all visitors to this 
public park. 

Steno Diabetes Centre in Copenhagen (Denmark)  was awarded 2nd prize too. This monolithic 
building's landscaped, organically designed courtyards create relaxing spaces on several levels 
and bring light into every room. This deliberate contrast is intended to contribute to the healing 
process, as the nature-inspired design — with its variety of plants, inviting entrance areas and 
seating — has been shown to do so.   

 

JURY MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN GARDEN AWARD 2026: 
Roswitha Arnold (Germany), Ed Bennis (Great Britain), Jacob Fischer (Denmark), Davorin 
Gazvoda (Slovenia), Maren Köhler-Prehn (Germany), Mikael Löfving (Sweden), Philipp Sattler 
(Germany), Jens Spanjer (Germany), Lieneke van Campen (the Netherlands) and Michael Walker 
(Great Britain). 

Detailed information (available from 26.06.2026, 18:15) on all winners: 
European Garden Award website http://www.europeangardenaward.eu    

These press photos are available for download: 
6 photos of the 1st prize winners via this link: 
https://www.eghn.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/EGA-2026-1st-Prizes.zip   
6 photos of the winners of the 2nd prizes via this link: 
https://www.eghn.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/EGA-2026-2nd-Prizes.zip 
From 29 June 2026: Photos of the award ceremony: 
https://www.eghn.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/EGA-2026-Awardimg-Event.zip 
Please use the copyright information in the respective file name to cite the source. 

 

CONTACT: 
Press and Public Relations:      Competition Management: 

Anja Spanjer        Christian Gruessen 
Amelie Broich 
Schloss Dyck Foundation      Plan+ | EGHN 
+49-2182- 824119 and +49-2182- 824120   +49-231-104464 | +49-160-8541238 
presse@stiftung-schloss-dyck.de     feedback@eghn.org  
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EUROPEAN GARDEN HERITAGE NETWORK und EUROPEAN GARDEN AWARD 
 
The European Garden Heritage Network (EGHN) was founded in North Rhine-Westphalia in 2003. It 
arouses the interest of international garden enthusiasts in the state's parks and gardens and is valued 
by experts as a competent and attractive partner for professional exchange and co-operation in various 
projects. This success is also based on the professional and financial support of the state government, 
the regional associations Landschaftsverband Rheinland (LVR), Landschaftsverband Westfalen-Lippe 
(LWL) and Regionalverband Ruhr (RVR), the commitment of the Schloss Dyck Foundation, Centre for 
Garden Art and Landscape Culture in Jüchen as the EGHN's managing body, the good cooperation 
within the EGHN with around 210 partners in 21 countries and jointly organised and implemented 
projects at state, federal and EU level. 
 
Current collaborations include projects on the effects of climate change on historic gardens, further 
training in the green sector, organisation of professional study tours, work exchange activities, 
international communication and the recruitment of young talent. 
 
The European Garden Award, which has been awarded by the EGHN and the Schloss Dyck Foundation 
since 2010, is recognised throughout Europe and far beyond the EGHN and its partners. With UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites such as Sintra and Lorsch, Kew Gardens in 2018, the Chaumont Festival in 2019 
and Hortillonages Amiens in 2024, the Royal Horticultural Society in 2019 and 2022 and the National 
Trust in 2024, the EGHN and its partners have been recognised far beyond the borders of Europe. 
 
With awards for the city regions of Malmö, Copenhagen and the Ruhr area as well as for public spaces 
with pioneering climate adaptation measures, the award has also sent a clear signal in favour of 
sustainability and climate adaptation. This is the sixth time that the EGHN has published an open call 
for nominations for the European Garden Award. Alongside nominations from within the organisation, 
the 2026 jury selected nine winners from 50 nominees across these three categories: 
- Management or development of a historic park or garden 
- Design or concept of a contemporary park or garden 
- Climate adaptation measures in parks and gardens. 
 
The award ceremony, now in its sixteenth year, has so far honoured a total of 150 winners from 23 
countries. 
 
The European Garden Award has been supported by Garpa Garden & Park Furniture since 2022. The 
award is organised in cooperation with Landschaftsverband Rheinland (LVR), Landschaftsverband 
Westfalen-Lippe (LWL) and Stiftung Die grüne Stadt.  
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EUROPEAN GARDEN AWARD – WINNERS 2026 
 
CLIMATE ADAPTATION MEASURES IN PARKS AND GARDENS 
1st Prize: PARCO DELLA PACE (Vicenza, Italy) 
 
As part of an urban regeneration project, the former airport in Vicenza has been transformed into the 

Parco della Pace site, designed by PAN Associati and EMF paisatge. Around 240,000 cubic metres of 

earth were excavated across an area of 65 hectares to create a network of canals and ponds. The design 

is inspired by traditional field irrigation, which is typical of the region. The excavated material was 

reused to shape the new park's landscape. Several buildings were also preserved and converted to 

provide space for social and cultural events. Parco della Pace now offers visitors a multidimensional 

experience of contemplation, interaction and understanding of natural processes in an urban setting. 

The park also functions as a large retention basin, capable of storing and slowly releasing up to 100,000 

cubic metres of water. A diverse and layered planting strategy ensures the creation of ecological niches. 

A total of 62,000 aquatic plants have been introduced to the wetlands, canals, and lakes. The wet 

meadows, which are visually striking and ecologically rich environments, host species that had 

previously disappeared from the region. The site has been recolonised by native fauna, including an 

increasing number of aquatic bird species, amphibians and fish. A total of 12.5 hectares are dedicated 

to forests, including regular and irregular alignments, scattered groups and areas for reforestation.  

The jury was impressed by this nature-based, strategic approach, which was applied for the first time 

in Italy for a large-scale public city park. The transformation of a former airport and some of its buildings 

into spaces for a variety of public uses also convinced all jury members to award it 1st Prize. 

https://www.panassociati.it/en/progetto/parco-della-pace/ciati 
https://www.emf.cat/ca/projectes/l/351-parco-della-pace-italia.html  
 
 

CLIMATE ADAPTATION MEASURES IN PARKS AND GARDENS 
2nd Prize: HATSINANPUISTO (Espoo, Finland) 
 
Hatsinanpuisto is a diverse new urban park, designed by Loci Landscape Architects, that brings nature 
into the heart of the city. Situated near Leppävaara train station at Espoo in the wider Helsinki 
metropolitan area, the site is bordered by busy roads and a railway line. The park's design focuses on 
Monikonpuro, a small yet ecologically significant stream.  
 
The design emphasises the interaction between urban structures and nature, transforming a former 
in-between space into a welcoming park where these elements meet and merge. Flowing water is the 
central theme: the landscape responds to changing water levels and seasonal cycles, thereby 
enhancing biodiversity and protecting the trout population. Paths, trails, and bridges enable visitors to 
experience the park throughout the year and under varying conditions. Floodplains are designed to 
stay dry during regular floods, while major floods submerge much of the park. Retaining walls protect 
adjacent plots and double as seating and gathering spaces, blending seamlessly into the landscape. 
The vegetation is selected for its tolerance of flooding and resilience in the face of a changing climate  
 
The jury lauded: The park is exceptional in its transformation of an urban park into an integrated, 
climate-adaptive system.  Smart micro-topography and infiltration zones buffer rainwater, while 
strategic planting reduces heat, enhances biodiversity and creates ecological corridors. The park is fully 
accessible, ensures that the climate measures are functional and engaging and has strong social value. 
 
https://loci.fi/fi/works/details/hatsinanpuisto/  

https://www.panassociati.it/en/progetto/parco-della-pace/ciati
https://www.emf.cat/ca/projectes/l/351-parco-della-pace-italia.html
https://loci.fi/fi/works/details/hatsinanpuisto/
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION MEASURES IN PARKS AND GARDENS 
2nd Prize: NEW HEADQUARTER OF THE HÔPITAL SAINT ANTOINE AP-HP (Paris, France) 
 
The Hôpital Saint Antoine Assistance Publique – Hôpitaux de Paris can be considered a city within a 
city. The location and design of the new headquarter of the hospital respect the existing environment, 
preserve views, and light levels of neighbouring buildings and ensure optimal functionality and 
flexibility. It is compact and allows a planted area that is equivalent to 50% of the plot. 
 
The garden design by ChartierDalix recreates a hilly landscape and covers - with soil depth ranging 
from 50 to 250 cm - the amphitheatre located at the base of the building. As visitors move through the 
site, this planted area gradually reveals itself, creating a square surrounded by trees and offering 
relaxing views. 
 
Designed to increase the area of land that can absorb water, the garden features a variety of plant 
species that are native to the Île-de-France region. These are grouped according to four distinct 
biotopes that complement each other and contribute to the development of local biodiversity: mixed 
woodland, wet meadow, shrubby forest edge, and species-rich grassland. 
 
In addition to the garden, there are many green walls and the building's roof is entirely covered in 
vegetation. The plant layer consists of hardy species that require minimal watering, and the soil depth 
here ranges from 20 to 60 cm. 
 
The judges agreed that the garden belongs in this category because of the details that solve 
microclimate problems, especially the green walls and roofs. It also creates an interesting, surprising  
landscape into the density of Paris.  
 
https://www.chartier-dalix.com/en/projects/new-headquarters-aphp-hopital-paris-12  
 
 

DESIGN OR CONCEPT OF A CONTEMPORARY PARK OR GARDEN 
1st Prize: MEMORIAL GARDEN FOR THE PARIS ATTACKS ON THE 13 NOVEMBER 2015 (Paris, France) 
 
The Paris Attacks Memorial Garden, by Wagon Landscaping and Gilles Clément, commemorating the 
events of 13 November 2015, is located in the heart of the city. It is not situated at any of the locations 
that were targeted on that date. Instead, the six locations have been brought together in one place. 
The garden is intended to preserve the memory of that night. 
 
The layouts of the six sites and their immediate surroundings have been removed from the city map 
and form the garden's structural framework. From Paris's disturbed, fragmented, stony ground 
emerges a space of calm and clarity. As visitors walk through the garden, they may experience a sense 
of both familiarity and displacement. Once ordinary places — such as cafés, concert halls and street 
corners — have been made unfamiliar, and they evoke the moment when everyday life fractured 
suddenly.  
 
Vegetation plays a central role in this landscape. Rock garden plants emerge from the chaotic granite 
ground, symbolising rebirth and the continued presence of life in the aftermath of the attacks. 
This is a place where people can find or lose their sense of direction. It is a place for walking, reflection 
and children playing. After the rain, birds bathe in the shallow stone basins. This garden is a space for 
remembrance and an homage to life. At night, the garden is softly illuminated. Small points of light 
shimmer, forming a constellation that evokes the starry sky on the night of 13 November 2015. 
 
The jury was impressed by the way in which the Memorial Garden unites remembrance, everyday use 
and landscape quality in such a restrained and humane manner. The design provides a modern 

https://www.chartier-dalix.com/en/projects/new-headquarters-aphp-hopital-paris-12
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response to collective trauma by incorporating calm, reflection, and social resilience into the urban 
landscape. 
 
https://www.wagon-landscaping.fr/english#/jardin-mmoriel-en-hommage-au-victimes-du-13-
novembre-2015-copie/  
 
 

DESIGN OR CONCEPT OF A CONTEMPORARY PARK OR GARDEN 
2nd Prize: STENO DIABETES CENTER (Copenhagen, Denmark) 
 
The building and garden landscapes at Steno Diabetes Center Copenhagen SDCC are intricately 
interwoven through biophilic design, creating a seamless connection between indoors and outdoors. 
Research shows that nature has positive effects on both mental and physical health, making its 
omnipresence a key architectural feature at SDCC. Four courtyard gardens, designed by STED - By og 
landskab, cut through the building, bringing daylight, greenery, and the changing seasons into every 
room. Each courtyard has its own distinct identity: a high forest for climbing and play, edible plantings 
for foraging, and peaceful spaces for reflection or communal dining. 
 
The rooftop is not a decorative layer but a living, dynamic infrastructure. Designed as a therapeutic 
terrain of hills, valleys, and wild grasses, the rooftop garden invites physical activity through curiosity 
and delight rather than discipline or prescription. Here, nature is foundational, shaping movement 
patterns, wayfinding, and moments of pause. It defines how users interact physically and emotionally 
with the building. It positions landscape architecture as a core element of societal infrastructure, 
contributing to long-term behavioural change. 
 
The jury was also attracted by the interesting design, the choice of irregular, organic shapes, which are 
not artificial, close-to-geometric organic shapes. Curves are freer, adapting to the derivation of paved 
surfaces, and above all, they are additionally softened by plantings - plants with freely growing edges 
that cover the otherwise correct geometric features. 
 
https://sted-cph.dk/news-posts/steno-diabetes-center-copenhagen-slaar-doerene-op/  
 
 

DESIGN OR CONCEPT OF A CONTEMPORARY PARK OR GARDEN 
2nd Prize: HOUSE OF MUSIC (Budapest, Hungary) 
 
The House of Music and its outdoor spaces are iconic contemporary elements of Budapest’s renewed 
City Park, reinforcing its important cultural and ecological role, which dates back to the 19th century.  
 
The building was designed by Japanese architect Sou Fujimoto in collaboration with local architects M-
Teampannon and landscape designers Gardenworks. The building features a light, canopy-like roof 
that allows daylight to filter through and accommodates existing trees. Inside, airy spaces and 
extensive glazing create an atmosphere reminiscent of a woodland walk and offer uninterrupted views 
of the park. 
 
The outdoor spaces host a variety of community activities, including a semi-open summer stage 
beneath the roof, restaurant terraces, a beer garden, and a music-themed playground.  The garden 
translates the experience of a forest into a designed landscape through winding paths, layered 
vegetation and seasonal plantings that enhance biodiversity.  Ecological considerations guided the 
choice of materials and plants, prioritising rainwater infiltration, native species and lawn alternatives. 
These choices contributed to the project’s BREEAM environmental certification and its seamless 
integration into the renewed City Park. 
 

https://www.wagon-landscaping.fr/english#/jardin-mmoriel-en-hommage-au-victimes-du-13-novembre-2015-copie/
https://www.wagon-landscaping.fr/english#/jardin-mmoriel-en-hommage-au-victimes-du-13-novembre-2015-copie/
https://sted-cph.dk/news-posts/steno-diabetes-center-copenhagen-slaar-doerene-op/
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The jury concluded that the garden of the House of Music seamlessly merges landscape and 
architecture into a continuous public realm where nature and culture reinforce one another. The 
design introduces a light, porous park typology that dissolves the boundaries between the building and 
the garden, encouraging movement, encounters, and sensory experiences. 
 
https://en.gardenworks.hu/projekt/magyar-zene-haza-budapest/  
 
 

MANAGEMENT OR DEVELOPMENT OF A HISTORIC PARK OR GARDEN 
1st Prize: ORTO GIARDINO DEL CONVENTO DELLA CHIESA DEL SANTISSIMO REDENTORE (Venice, 
Italy) 
 
In the Capuchin Order, vegetable gardens have always been considered valuable assets, both for their 
productivity and for meditation and prayer.  
 
This garden in Venice has never before been open to the public and has been deeply affected by the 
passage of time, as well as by the 'acqua granda' of November 2019 — an exceptional tide that reached 
187 centimetres and devastated the city.   
 
In May 2021, the Venice Gardens Foundation was appointed to oversee the garden's restoration. 
Through studying maps and ancient documents, and consulting with landscape architect Paolo 
Pejrone, the essence of the place has been preserved in the restoration.  
 
The project's cornerstones are the small and large olive groves, the vines, and the old fruit trees, as 
well as some unusual aromatic herbs.  A vibrant world of herbs and vegetables has been cultivated 
wherever possible, in accordance with the well-known sequence of rotations and rests that is 
necessary for this type of planting. Flowery, fragrant borders of Mediterranean species flank the 
walkways, creating a chromatic dialogue with the olive trees' foliage and the artichokes, which are 
another recurring motif. The contrast between their velvety grey tones and the dark, nervous greens 
of the cypresses is one of the fundamental contrasts that breathe life into the place. 
  
At the heart of the garden lies a pool adorned with lotus flowers and water lilies, paying homage to 
the Serenissima's enduring ties with the East. The final, unmissable destination is a small, secluded, 
shady garden filled with mosses, ivy, violets, irises and Hedera helix and Pittosporum tobira nanum 
specimens. 
 
The jury decided to award 1st Prize in recognition of the equal attention and respect given to the 
botanical and architectural restoration. Created by local citizens, this place now offers people the 
opportunity to explore and enjoy the cultural and religious history that is of great importance to Italy. 
 
https://venicegardensfoundation.org/en  
 
 

MANAGEMENT OR DEVELOPMENT OF A HISTORIC PARK OR GARDEN 
2nd Prize: WREST PARK (Silsoe, United Kingdom) 
 
Spanning over 300 years of garden design evolution, Wrest Park is one of England’s most remarkable 
historic landscapes. The gardens blend formal Baroque and French-inspired layouts with later English 
landscape influences. 
 
In the mid-18th century, the wider parkland estate was reshaped with softer, more naturalistic planting 
under the influence of Lancelot 'Capability' Brown, who reinforced the wooded edges and adjusted 

https://en.gardenworks.hu/projekt/magyar-zene-haza-budapest/
https://venicegardensfoundation.org/en
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the canals without erasing the formal core. This layering of styles has survived largely intact, enabling 
visitors to experience three centuries of garden history within a single landscape. 
 
Since English Heritage took responsibility for Wrest Park in 2006, an ambitious 20-year master plan 
has been underway to restore the gardens to their early 20th-century state of historic significance. Key 
components of the project include reinstating historic paths, vistas and waterways, restoring formal 
garden features such as the Italian Garden, and replanting historic varieties. The project also involves 
enhancing water management. 
 
This extensive restoration is transforming Wrest Park into a coherent historic landscape of high 
integrity that respects both its formal and informal features, while improving long-term resilience and 
visitor infrastructure. 
 
Alongside the 20-year master plan, the jury valued the project's interpretation and engagement 
programme, which unveils stories of this landscape by blending education, horticulture, and heritage 
displays. Wrest Park’s capacity to illustrate garden history across three centuries is exceptional.  
 
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/wrest-park/  
 
 

MANAGEMENT OR DEVELOPMENT OF A HISTORIC PARK OR GARDEN 
2nd Prize: SCHLOSSGARTEN OSNABRÜCK (Osnabrück, Germany) 
 
The intention behind the redesign of the Schlossgarten in Osnabrück was not to rebuild the Baroque 
garden, but to offer a new interpretation of it. POLA Landschaftsarchitekten have transformed a 
garden that was once ahead of its time, as it was based on mathematical equilibrium and botanical 
harmony. Great importance was placed on preserving the listed parts of this historically significant 
garden and cultural asset. They also ensured that the garden could continue to be used and was 
properly integrated into the surroundings. 
 
The result is a combination of playfulness and rigour in the treatment of natural elements, very much 
in the Baroque style.  The lightness of being is embodied by the almost choreographic presentation of 
the circular jeux d’eau forming the centrepiece of the new castle parterre. Several spouts around the 
fountain's perimeter emphasise the Baroque character of the castle and its garden.  
 
One of the main objectives was to prepare the park for the effects of climate change. Concrete surfaces 
were replaced with permeable ones and more than 40 climate-resilient trees were planted. The 
greenery in the decorative flowerbeds was changed from labour-intensive seasonal bedding to hardy 
herbaceous plants and grasses. Surface water now drains into the adjacent lawns and planted areas, 
with excess water percolating into the groundwater via natural infiltration. 
 
The jury commends the exceptional care and sensitivity with which the Schlossgarten in Osnabrück has 
been revitalised. The project demonstrates how a historic garden can be sustainably managed by 
combining heritage, ecology and community engagement. 
 
https://www.pola-berlin.de/en/projects/palace-garden  
 
 

 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/wrest-park/
https://www.pola-berlin.de/en/projects/palace-garden

